
These are salt ponds near Redwood City.  This was a 
Richard Filson flight trip in 2011.  The reddish color of 
the salt ponds is caused by algae.  As the water evapo-
rates the red color becomes more intense.

Flying to Half Moon Bay



Altamont Pass, one of the larg-
est windmill farms in the world.



This is where the channel enters downtown.  The 
Arena and ballpark are in the upper right.  I-5 
cuts through the middle and turns left.



Stockton has a large train yard.



The deep water channel that allows ocean 
ships to come to Stockton is in the upper right.

The east side of the Bay.



The east side of the Bay.



The railroad cuts across the Delta.  The 
pipes toward the bottom is the East Bay 
aqueduct which carries water from the 
Mokelumne River to Oakland and the 
East Bay. 

The east side of the Bay.



You can see the complexity of the ir-
rigation systems in the Valley.

The east side of the Bay.



Discovery Bay.

The east side of the Bay.



Discovery Bay.  It is a subdivision built on 
Delta farm land.  Mt. Diablo is in the dis-
tance.  It is about 4,000 feet high. Discov-
ery Bay is about sea level or lower.

The east side of the Bay.



Discovery Bay.



Looking north towards 
the city of Brentwood.



A couple of new schools to 
support the urban sprawl.



The San Mateo Bridge looking north.  



You can see the effects of the 
2008 recession in the vacant lots.  



The port in Redwood City.  Below the port 
is Redwood Shores, an office develop-
ment.





This is the Clifton Court forebay which stores the water 
which will be shipped south.



That is the 101 freeway on the 
left.  Salt ponds on the right.



The Stanford campus.  The lin-
ear accelerator is on the lower left.



Green houses in Half Moon Bay.



The Half Moon Bay airport.  



This is Pillar Point.  It is a navy radar 
base.  Just on the other side of the dome 
is the Mavericks, the famous surfing spot.



The harbor at Princeton by the Sea.



The fishing fleet at Princeton-by-the-Sea.  We 
were here when you could buy fresh crab off 
the dock. 



You can see the complexity of the ir-
rigation systems in the Valley.



There are several dairies or feed-
lots in this picture.  Cattle and dairy 
are big industries in the Valley 



Mezza Luna is a high quality restaurant right at 
the end of the runway.



The end 
These pictures were taken in May 2011.  Richard Fil-
son piloted the plane.  


